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 Lesson 42


        ARTISTIC COMMUNICATION
Lesson Overview:

Students’ create original art work to express uncomfortable emotions and critique products.  Identify healthy, socially acceptable ways of communicating thought, emotions, and opinions in a variety of situations.

Objective: 
Students will learn essential information by:
1. Identify strategies to stay safe and drug-free.
Activities / Strategies:

Explain that everyone experiences uncomfortable emotions sometimes and that it is important to communicate our feelings rather than ignore them. Some people use alcohol, tobacco, or other drugs to try to conceal uncomfortable emotions rather than talking about those feelings with someone who can be sympathetic and helpful.  In addition to talking, another outlet for our feelings can be artistic expression, which also serves as a form of communication.
Provide with paper, paints, markers, charcoal, pastels, and other available materials.  Have students identify and uncomfortable feelings and communicate it through the use of color and a variety of media.

Show student artwork one piece at a time.  Have students try to guess what emotion each work represents.  Display all art work.  Point out the different media use.  Ask students to answer the following questions: * which media was most effective in expressing feelings? * Which media was used most often? Least often? * What colors were used most often? Least often? * How can art help us to express all feelings, not just uncomfortable ones?

Assessment Criterion:
Student communicates a variety of emotions through art media.
Resource Materials: 
· See Chapter 7 of Drawing on the Artist Within by Betty Edwards for an abstract using analogs to express abstract concepts.
· Paper, paints, markers, charcoal, pastels, other art supplies.
· Home Centered Activity: What’s Important to Me?

Teacher Tip:
