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 Lesson 48


        

 TAKING A STAND
Lesson Overview:

Students define the concepts of caring equally, honesty, responsibility, restraint, and courage, and then apply understanding to realistic situations.
Objective: 
Students will examine models and examples by:
1. Distinguishing between characteristics that prevent vs. promote drug use / violence, including:

a. Caring vs. selfishness; courage vs. cowardice; equality and social justice vs. intolerance; honesty vs. dishonesty; responsibility vs. irresponsibility; restraint vs. foolhardiness

Activities / Strategies:

Ask students to brainstorm the difference between caring vs. selfishness, equality / social justice vs. intolerance, honesty vs. dishonesty; responsibility vs. irresponsibility; restraint vs. foolhardiness, and courage vs. cowardice.

Provide a set of twelve note cards to each (or pairs) of the students.  Instruct them to write the twelve terms previously discussed at the top of their cards.  Encourage them to use peer discussion, dictionaries or other resources to develop and write a clear definition for each of the twelve terms.
Ask students to brainstorm a list of opportunities people might demonstrate caring equally, honesty, responsibility, restraint, and courage.  Record these on the board or on four poster boards.
Read aloud each situation listed on the Teacher resource sheet of the same name.  Ask for student volunteers to share reasons why they paired a particular word with a situation.  Encourage the class to share personal experiences of caring, equality and social justice, honesty, responsibility, restraint, and courage that might help them avoid.

Assessment Criterion: 
Students utilize a variety of resources to define a list of terms, demonstrates a clear understanding by matching terms with example situations, then identifies positive responses to each situation.
Resource Materials: 
· Teacher Resource Sheet: Situations
· Dictionary

· Crayon or marker

· Note cards (twelve for each student)




SITUATIONS
Setting: You arrive at a party to discover at least 100 kids crowded into your friend’s home, no adults in the house, and music blaring so loudly that the neighbors are standing outside on the lawn complaining to each other about the noise.  You say, “Thanks for inviting me over, but I’m out of here.  I’ll see you in algebra on Monday.

Setting: you are standing near your locker. A friend stops beside you.  He indicates that he needs a place to store a jacket he just found.  You reply, “Sure I will let you use my locker.  You are lucky to have found that leather jacket.

Setting: Several of your friends are seated together in the lunch room. There is one space left at the table.  You see a person who is not part of your group heading for the vacant seat.  You say, “Sorry we don’t let people like you sit at the table.”

Setting:  You have seen someone you know carrying a large amount of marijuana in their backpack.  You say, “Ms. Kim, I know that you have always told us that we can trust you to keep our identity secret if we tell you about something that is going on.  I’m counting on you to keep that promise.  I’m going to tell you about someone that has drugs stashed in their backpack.

Setting:  a student walking up behind you shouts, “I’m going to get you.  You’re mine.  You’re done for.”  As he draws near you, he gives you a push.  You simply walk up to a nearby adult, stay silent and act like you don’t know he is trying to start a fight.

Setting: Several of your friends are planning a prank that might result in damage to a friend’s car.  When you ask your best friend why she agreed to this prank, she replies, “oh it’s no big deal, we’re all just having fun.”  You say, “Well it doesn’t sound smart to me, but if you’re up for it, I guess its okay for me too.”

Setting:  A fight erupts down the hall.  You, hurrying toward the fight, say “come on, get him. Knock him down. Get him. Did you see that?’’

Setting:  A boy and girl are running for president of the student council.  A guy friend asks you who you are voting for. You say “I’ve thought about this election a lot.  I’ve decided to vote for Carol because she is the most qualified candidate.”
